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be a painter, enforced with all the weight of his immense
personality and an eloquence and plausibility in talk which
all who knew him in those years describe as unparalleled in
their experience, carried Morris for a time off his feet."

The reverence with, which, the two younger men
regarded Eossetti is a very remarkable thing. It
extended to the smallest details. When they were
furnishing rooms, the approval of Eossetti was anxiously
awaited. Burne-Jones wrote: " Eossetti came. This
was always a terrifying moment to the very last. He
laughed, but approved."

It is difficult to estimate the secret of this extra-
ordinary magnetism, which seems almost hypnotic.
It was due to the virile independence of Bossetti's
character, the determination with which he pursued
his own aims, Ms absolute intellectual indifference,
though combined with, an acute sensitiveness, to the
value of the opinions of others. Then, too, Ms per-
formances were in the highest degree stimulating* He
seemed, as it were, to be in the possession of the inner-
most and most magical secrets of art. Moreover, he
was possessed of a matchless and irresistible eloquence:
he did not monopolise the conversation, but his sayings
were incisive, fascinating, humorous, and suggestive,
At the same time, he displayed a magnificent generosity
to the claims of others, and was Entirely devoid of
any pettiness or envy. No doubt, too, his manner
had in those days an irresistible charm: he was
tender, genial, and sympathetic. He was apparently
unaware of the influence he exerted, and used no arts
to gain or maintain it. It is not to be wondered at
that the two fell completely under the spell.

Burne-Jones remained a faithful friend and ally
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